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What’s Going On…NOW?

In	  order	  to	   explore	  the	  social	   impact	  of	  the	  arts	  and	  to	  help	  youth	   around	  the	  na?on	  beAer	  understand	  their	   roles	  as	  
ci?zen	   ar?sts,	  the	   Kennedy	  Center	   is	  unveiling	   its	  first	   annual	   social	   arts	  campaign—a	   series	  of	   interac?ve	  programs	  
that	  celebrate	  the	  arts	  as	  a	  catalyst	  for	  civic	  ac?on	  and	  cultural	  ac?va?on.	  	  	  

This	   year,	  the	   Center	   launches	   its	   2012	   social	   arts	   campaign	  with	   the	   40th	   anniversary	  celebra?on	   of	  Marvin	   Gaye’s	  
revolu?onary	  album,	  What’s	  Going	  On.	  The	  Center	  will	  invite	  young	  people	  to	  compare	  “Gaye’s	  then”	  and	  “their	  now,”	  
by	  sharing	  their	  perspec?ves	  through	  images,	  poetry,	  video,	  music—wherever	  they	  find	  their	  crea?ve	  voice.

In	  1971,	  Marvin	  Gaye	  commented	  on	  the	  na6on’s	  spiritual	  and	  cultural	  chaos.	  
It’s	  been	  40	  years.	  	  Have	  things	  changed?	  

What’s	  going	  on…now?	  You	  tell	  us.

During	  the	  2012	  campaign,	  the	  Center	  will	  work	  with	  youth	  partners	  from	  seven	  different	  ciCes	  across	  the	  United	  States,	  helping	  them	  uClize	  
Kennedy	  Center	  resources	  to	  respond	  to	  the	  criCcal	  quesCon,	  

“What’s	  going	  on…now?”	  

To	  ensure	  meaningful	  	  connec?ons	  for	  teens	  and	  young	  adults	  across	  the	  country,	  the	  2012	  social	  arts	  campaign	  has	  been	  cul?va?ng	  a	  network	  
of	  established	  youth	  media,	  arts	  groups,	  high	  schools,	  and	  media	  partners,	  including:

AfricaNOLA	  (New	  Orleans,	  LA)

ARTLAB	  +	  (Washington,	  DC)

Cobblestone	  Records	  (Newark,	  NJ)

Digital	  Youth	  Network	  (Chicago,	  IL)

Progressive	  Arts	  Alliance	  (Cleveland,	  OH

The	  Free	  Press	  (Detroit,	  MI)

Venice	  Arts	  (Los	  Angeles,	  CA)

YOUmedia	  Chicago	  (Chicago,	  IL)

Youth	  Radio	  (Oakland,	  CA)

Youth	  Speaks	  (San	  Francisco,	  CA)
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